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Mayor honors magazine owner Renae James for involvement in programs that
that benefit women, and for leadership within business community 
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MARYSVILLE – Mayor Jon Nehring is proud to honor local magazine owner-publisher Renae James as Volunteer of the Month for her involvement in programs that benefit women in the community, and her leadership within the business community. 

“Renae is one of those individuals that personifies community involvement and civic pride, making a positive difference in the lives of many along the way,” Mayor Jon Nehring said at an award presentation at the June 23 City Council meeting.
James has provided her time, talent and energy through membership in the Soroptimist International of Marysville, a service club that shares a passion for improving the lives of women and girls in the community, and worldwide; other charitable activities; and her ambassador role for both the Greater Marysville Tulalip  and Arlington-Smokey  Point chambers of commerce.
James is originally from Detroit. She met her future husband, Mark, when they were both in the Army in medical profession, stationed in Germany, said Nehring. The couple has been married for 26 years. They have three sons, Jonathan, Josh and Matthew.

After the couple was honorably discharged from the military, they looked for their next challenge, and snapped up the opportunity to become Owners and Publishers of the full-color Hometown Values Coupon Magazine for the past decade, a publication mailed to homes throughout the area and available around town, Nehring said.

James has been a Soroptimist Club member for seven years, including three as President. The group provides annual scholarships to young women students, host an annual auction, Junktique and other fundaisers. The club also participates in annual food bank food drives, American Cancer Society Relay For Life, and many other events and initiatives.

An initiative of great importance within Soroptimist to James and other members is raising awareness about human sex trafficking, particularly among unwary teens. Renae has also invested her volunteer time into local programs, partnering with Trusty Threads for a Community Coat Drive, and co-coordinating the annual Prom Dress Exchange and Fashion Show of North Snohomish County, which she thoroughly enjoys.

Within the business community, James serves with the Emissaries group through the Greater Marysville Tulalip Chamber of Commerce, and the Ambassadors group within the Arlington-Smokey Point Chamber of Commerce.

Both groups serve as a communication link between the Chambers and new and existing members, and provide a welcome and familiar face, Nehring said. 
In fact, the Mayor said, “Renae is often one of the first people to walk through the doors of a newly-opened business. We at the City appreciate the fact that she lets new business owners know that the Mayor’s Office and Chambers are available to hold ribbon-cuttings for their grand openings, as a way to reach out and let them know that we appreciate new business owners who choose to do business here.”
James is also been active with the Marysville Business Connection, a business network group formerly known as Le Tip.
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